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reading of the Bhagavata Purana, which is absolutely unim-
peachable, and yet efficacious, as the following story shows.
Once upon a time a Brahman called Gokarna (who was
miraculously born of a cow) was much worried by the ghost
of a bad dead foster-brother. To lay the ghost, he performed
the Gaya traddha, but got no relief from the unwelcome
ghostly attentions; so at last he caused the seventh Purana
to be read aloud to him, and on the seventh day a bamboo in
the courtyard suddenly broke, and so showed that the bad
brother's ghost had ascended by means of it to Moksa. Ever
since then, when making preparations for the reading, harassed
relatives are careful to place a bamboo in their courtyards, as
a sort of Jacob's ladder, whereby undesirecl ghosts may climb
to heaven.
The reading is a great affair and is carried out on this wise.
On the first day, Ganapati, Visnu, and his wife Laksmi are
worshipped. Then in the evening relatives and friends and
caste-fellows all come in to hear a Brahman read the Bhuga-
vata Purana, which contains the gist of all the other Puranas;
this reading will be continued for seven nights, and if only the
Brahman can manage to get the whole Purana read through
in that time, the malicious ghost will be laid without a doubt.
One Brahman reads aloud, and five othci\s sit round, and at
the end of each mantra tell a bead on their rosaries and
ejaculate: ' Salutation to Vasudeva'.
On the seventh day the reader is presented with clothes
and also with a copy of the Bhagavata, on which there should
be placed a lion fashioned of gold, though, to tell the truth,
this lion is seldom given now. But, even if he lack the golden
lion, the reader makes a good thing out of it, for every one of
the relatives and friends who come in to listen gives him some-
thing. For instance, a Nagara gentleman had this ceremony
performed not long ago in Rajkot and summoned all his four
hundred caste-fellows, who each paid from a rupee to eight
annas to the reader*
At the end of the reading a procession is formed: the reader